St. John’s Journal
September 2019
Worship Schedule
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
9/1:

11th Sun. of Pentecost MP II

9/8:

12th Sun. of Pentecost MP II

9/15: 13th Sun. of Pentecost HE II
The Rev. Doug Hale

9/22:

14th Sun. of Pentecost HE II
The Rev. AJ Buckley

9/29:

15th Sun. of Pentecost MP II

September Birthdays
1: Helen Slack-Miller
Mike Mascio
6: Kay Marino
22: Bob Graville
27: Nancy Mascio
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From the Senior Warden
As boys and girls are opening their books to a new school year of adventures in learning, I am
closing a book that took 50 years to write, with a final chapter that spanned 20 years. I’m looking forward to what the next 20 or 30 years will bring, with God’s help. Some people say I’m foolish for retiring
so soon, but I’ve already put in more years than either of my parents or my grandmother, and I’m selfishly looking forward to some of the playtime they enjoyed while I’m still relatively fit.
Thank all of you who came to my recent retirement party at Sunset Lodging, and to all who
brought cards and gifts to help me remember that day. I was stunned by the turnout and filled with joy
to see people from both halves of my life mingling for a couple hours. It was like a grand family reunion.
Mission Statement: In August we passed out ballots for people to select a new mission statement that
feels more relevant than what we have been using for over a decade. The votes have been tallied and
the winning choice is “Love God, love our neighbor, and serve one another.” In the coming weeks (or
months) we’ll envision how we will achieve that mission. We may need to look no farther than the parables we’ve been reading this summer, which speak to us of hospitality – both given and received. Given, for example, by a woman who anoints Jesus’ feet, a Samaritan who goes out of his way to help a
stranger, Martha’s traditional role as a host, contrasted with Mary’s receptive role as a disciple. Jesus
relied on the hospitality of friends and strangers wherever he went, and when he sent out 70 missionaries with the power to heal, he instructed them to take nothing with them, but to rely upon the hospitality of those to whom they were sent. If they themselves were not welcomed, the message they carried would not be properly received.
Jesus demands a level of personal commitment that outweighs all other loyalties. Yet this commitment is our path to adoption into a larger family with the will and skill to look after one another, and
the wisdom and ability to use our God-given gifts (time, talents, and treasure) to improve our community and the world.
BAC
Senior Warden Denise Skillman
Junior Warden Tom Glunt
Clerk: Judy Jackson
Treasurer Kay Marino
Members at Large: Laurea Arnoldt, Mary Garrett,
Judy Jackson, Caroline McKemy, & Lani Reynolds
The Rt. Rev. Michael J. Hanley, Bishop & Rector
Church Administrator:
Virginia MacCallum
Office Hours: Tuesdays 2-6 p.m.

Being a Good Neighbor
Not to brag, but did you know that St. John has a
reputation for the generosity of our members in
donating to the food pantry through Bandon’s
Good Neighbors program? In July, our donations
weighed in at 46 pounds, not a record, by the
way! So, dear friends, keep on filling the basket
because you are filling hungry bellies. Remember
the words of our Lord: “Feed my sheep.”

“Love God, love our neighbor, and serve one another.”

St. John’s Journal

September 2019

Page 3

MONEY MATTERS
Recently, our Treasurer sent out statements showing our year-to-date financial contributions to St.
John’s. This is only one part of what each of us gives to the work of the church, but it is the part we rely
on to pay the bills and keep the doors open for our congregation and the community.
St. John’s Operating Budget is funded primarily by members’ pledges. For 2019, nineteen households
pledged a total of $31,910. Some people chose to fulfill their pledge in a single payment; others preferred to spread it out in weekly or monthly installments.
Expenses this year were budgeted to be $55,242, requiring a minimum of $23,332 in additional income. Fortunately, our successful fundraising efforts in 2018 covered this gap.
2019 expenses are grouped into four main categories:
Mission (Outreach) $4,835;
Stewardship (Diocesan obligations, Administration and Finance, Building and Grounds Maintenance)
$27,822;
Worship (Music and Liturgical Supplies) $7,475; and
Clergy $12,700. An additional $2,410 was set aside for future capital and clergy expenses.
So far this year, expenses have met budgetary expectations. By July 31st, pledge income also appeared
to be on target.
Normally, clergy expenses are the largest portion of a church’s operating budget. Ours have been low in
2018 and 2019 because we have relied on Supply Clergy coming twice a month. As we prepare to call
a priest who will serve St. John’s more extensively, we need to increase our pledges to cover the added
costs.
So, how much does a part-time priest cost? The BAC has reviewed Diocesan requirements for stipends
and benefits and concluded that clergy costs will increase by at least $35,000. That means that all
who pledge regularly must consider prayerfully whether they can increase their pledge in 2020. Those
who have not yet made a financial commitment to support the church’s ministry are urged to consider
making a pledge when our stewardship campaign occurs later this fall.

Beach Eucharist: A Retrospective
Saturday, August 17, at Devils Kitchen Wayside, was a beautiful, sunny day for the gathering of Episcopalians from
the South Coast Convocation. Fr. Angelito Cubillas from St. Andrew, Florence was presider/celebrant; and Fr. Tim
Hannon of St. James, Coquille, was preacher. Very special praise and thanks go to our own music director, Cynthia
Mohorko, who prepared and pre-recorded the accompaniment to the hymns and anthem, to Stephen Mohorko,
choral director, and the Chapel Choir of St. John. Our own hard-working delegates, Judy Jackson and Mary Garrett,
oversaw creation of the bulletins and provided the communion appointments as well as the ushering. God was
surely very present as we celebrated all His creation and his most precious promise of our salvation.
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On Nonviolence
Richard Rohr has written a recent meditation, “Creating Peaceful Change,” in which he offers some provocative insights on violence and combating it.
The root of violence is the illusion of separation—from God, from being one with
oneself, and everything else, and from Being Itself. When we don’t know how to consciously
live out of union (which is called love), we resort to violence, fighting anything that is not like
us and that we cannot control. Contemplative practice teaches us to honor differences and
also realizes that we are all much more than our nationality, skin color, gender, or other
labels which are all aspects of the passing and thus false self. Contemplation brings us back to
our True Self, who we are in God.
When we can become little enough, naked enough, and honest enough, then we will,
ironically, find that we are more than enough. This is the wisdom of the Gospel that is especially
emphasized in Franciscan spirituality. At this place of both poverty and freedom we have nothing
to prove or protect. Here we can connect with everything and everyone. Everything belongs.
This cuts violence at its very roots before there is any basis for fear, anger, vengeance, or
self-promotion – the things that often cause violence.
Rohr further notes that one of the reasons he had for founding his Center for Action and Contemplation
more than three decades ago was so activists could learn to become grounded in spirituality, what he calls
“their True Self,” and become able to “continue working for social change, but from a stance much different
than anger, ideology, or oppositional willpower.” Rohr adds that activists like Mohandas Gandhi and Martin Luther King, Jr. loved the teachings of Jesus but in a way that was “often a mere intellectual appreciation rather
than a participation in the much deeper mystery.”
Rohr suggests that we connect with “our inner experience of communion,” a place that is based in our
True Self, a place where we understand “what is real, good, true, and beautiful.” This, he says, is a place in we
are “in prayer,” a place of positive energy, from which we have “the most potential to create change for the
good.”
Some, he says, act out of anger, fear, and over-defensiveness. Others are “cynical, morally righteous,
and outraged.” The Gospel provides another way between those two extremes, what Rohr refers to as
“falsehoods,” and offer us a way to be “a new creation (Galatians 6:15) and the lightning rods of God’s transformative energy into the world.”
(Richard Rohr. “Creating Peaceful Change,” Sunday, Aug. 28, 2019.)
If you would like to receive regular meditations from Fr. Richard Rohr, register at his website: https://cac.org/

Sadly, even as I insert this article on nonviolence into this newsletter, more than 20 people have been shot in a
mass shooting in Odessa, TX (my former home), with 5 dead. Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. vm
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September 2019
Sun

Mon

1 12th Sun. 2
of Pentecost
MP II

MP II

15 14th

BAC 10:30
a.m.

16

Sun of Pentecost HE II

22 15th

23

Sun of Pentecost HE II

Sun of Pentecost MP II

ACOA 6:30

Youth Bible
Study

30

Noon

Thu

5
Adapt 4:30

10

11

12

ACOA 6:30

Youth Bible
Study

AA 8:00

Noon

Adapt 4:30

17

18

19

ACOA 6:30

Youth Bible
Study

Adapt 4:30

24

25

26

ACOA 6:30

Youth Bible
Study

Choir 6:30

BIRTHDAYS 6: Kay Ma-

1: Helen
Slack Miller; Mike
Mascio

rino
22: Bob
Grtaville

7

13

14

20

21

Chair yoga
10:30-noon

Choir 6:30

Noon

6

Sat

Chair yoga
10:30-noon

Choir 6:30

Noon

Fri

Chair yoga
10:30-noon

Choir 6:30

AA 8:00

Rev. AJ
Buckley

29 16th

4

AA 8:00

Rev. D. Hale

Wed

3

Labor Day AA 8:00

8 13th Sun. 9
of Pentecost

Tue

Adapt 4:30
27. Nancy
Mascio

27

28 South

Coast ConChair yoga
vocation @
10:30-noon
St. John
Don’t Forget
Singspiration at 6
p.m. Sep. 30
at First Baptist Church
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Lay Ministry Schedule—September 2019
Service
9/1 12th
Sun. after
Pentecost

LEM/Lay
Minister

1st Lector

2nd Lector

Kay

Myra

Bill

Denise

Ginger

Laurea

Bill

Denise

Ginger

Ginger

Kay

Ginger

Myra

Wailani

Ginger

Kay

Laurea

Intercessor

Usher/
Greeter

Coffee/
Snacks

Laurea

Laurea

MP II
9/8 13th
Sun. after
Pentecost

Denise

MP II
9/15 14th
Sun. after
Pentecost
HE II Doug
Hale
9/22 15th
Sun. after
Pentecost
HE II AJ
Buckley
9/29 16th
Sun. after
Pentecost

Mary

Myra

Laurea

Sally

MPII

W H O

S t . J o h n ’ s
E p i s c o p a l C h u r c h
795 Franklin Avenue
P.O. Box 246
Bandon, OR 97411
Phone: 541-347-2152
Email: stjohns@mycomspan.com
Website: www.stjohnsbandon.org

W E

A R E

St. John Episcopal Church is a community where
God leads us in healing, teaching, reaching out, and
stewardship.
We are a community that sees Christ in all people
and judges none. We believe in inclusion for all people regardless of race, gender, age, disability or sexual
orientation. We aim to break down barriers that separate us from one another and to provide a home for
anyone on their spiritual journey. Our work brings
together people of faith who believe in the inherent
dignity and worth of all people on their journey.

